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President Sylvia called the
meeting to order at 6:00 pm.

Stress Ball
Sylvia awarded the stress ball to
R Paul (Weber) for organizing a
successful membership meeting
and get together, “Rotary
Evening”, at his house last
week. As well, there was a post
ex facto stress ball awarded to
PP Ben for his efforts in finding
interesting guest speakers.

Gentle reader, the stress ball is
not really a ball, at all. It is a
thingy. It looks like an evil
extraterrestrial starfish. But, I
digress.

Introduction of the
Head table
Sitting at the head table this
evening with Sylvia were PP
Ron, PP Ken and our guest
speaker, returning exchange
student, Kyle Sutton.

Guests and Visiting
Rotarians

Attending the dinner with Kyle
was his friend, Emma Bowen,
and his parents, Steve and
Angie Sutton. Jeannie Maidens,
our outbound student in 2002
was also in attendance.

And, finally, our current
outbound student, Jessie-Lynn
Donaldson, was in attendance
with her parents, Tim and
Sharlene Donaldson. PP Ron
made the introductions.

R Linda introduced her guests,
the Reeve and Deputy Reeve of
the Township of Northern
Lights, Alberta. They are here
to learn about the nuclear
industry.

Since it was a spousal night,
several spouses were present as
guests. I shall not attempt to
name them for fear of
committing the sin of omission.

We Take a Guided Trip to Sweden



Pre-prandial Dessert
Reports and
Announcements
Tomorrow marks the 105th
anniversary of the founding of
Rotary. This event will be
marked by Polio Eradication
ceremonies all over the world.
Rotary is trying to raise $200
million dollars needed to match
the Gates Foundation matching
grant.

PP Bruce reminded us about
next week’s bowl-a-thon. We
meet at 6 pm at the
Northumberland Lanes Bowling
Alley in Cobourg.

Dessert Reports

PP Ken The 2011 District
Conference will be held at Blue
Mountain on October 21, 22
and 23. DGE Bob will be
presiding as District Governor.
Ken needs a keynote speaker
for the Conference so if anyone
has any ideas, please contact
him. In response to a question
by PP Hugh, Ken advised us
that the theme for the
Conference will be “Dreams”.

Secretary’s Report
In the hoary tradition
established by past Secretary
Merv, Erin had nothing to
report.

Happy Bucks and
Fines.

PP Bruce fined PP Hugh for
disrupting proceedings. (This
happens every meeting - it must
be a lawyer thing.)

PP Hugh happy to have skated
on the Rideau Canal in Ottawa

with his family and that only
one of his grand children was
lost.

PP Ron - Happy that there were
so many representatives from
the youth exchange program
with us tonight.

PP Jim (Gilmer) - Happy,
happy, happy.

R Will - happy that he and
spouse Jenny were recognized
at the Civic Awards Ceremonies
for their contribution to the
community.

DGN Bob - Happy that there
have been so many activities in
the District and that he was able

to attend at some of them. He
announced that a new club had
been chartered where the
average age was (gasp!!!) 31.

R Dave - told a story on himself
that he missed in last weeks
talk. He was officiating at a
Para Olympic event when he
absentmindedly ordered the
competitors to “please stand up”

PP Ben - happy with his flight
down to and up from his recent
holiday in Key West Florida
He reported that he had a “great
pilot” flying the plane.

R Roger - Happy that he was
able to sit in a “private box” to
watch the Canada/ US hockey
game. Otherwise sad (do I have
too say why?)



R Jaimison - Happy. He had a
great weekend in Montreal.

Elin -Happy for a great time in
Haliburton dog sledding.

Jennie Maidens - Happy to have
represented Rotary at the
student exchange in Sweden.

PP Bruce - As a result of
passing around the bowl-a-thon
sheet, he acquired a new pen.
Deliriously happy.

PP Ken - Happy that the
exchange student is an ex
officio member of Rotary

R Will - Happy/sad -Has
stepped down as President of
the ACO.

Introduction of Guest
Speaker

PP Ron introduced the guest
speaker. In so doing, Ron
mused that over the years of
observing returning outbound
exchange students, he never
ceases to be amazed by the
maturity these students acquire
as a result of their year abroad

Guest Speaker -
After thanking the Club for
sponsoring his year abroad,
Kyle gave us a few facts and
figures about Sweden and it’s
people.

Kyle hit it off with his first host
family right away. He
affectionately called his host
father a “crazy character”. This
host family’s son was away as
an exchange student in the
United States. Kyle treated us to
some expressions in Swedish,

which had the immediate result
of eliciting giggles from our
Elin.

His second host family, who
were great horse lovers, were
quite different that the previous
one They were quite traditional
and were very keen on showing
him a lot of traditional Swedish
things. The highlight of his stay
with them was a ski holiday in
northern Sweden over
Christmas. They were blessed
with fresh powder every day.

His third host family had two
boys who were younger that
Kyle. This family made a huge
effort to show him “the real”
Sweden: the small towns and
rural areas. Over Easter, they
went for a vacation in the
country where the family had a
summerhouse.

The local Swedish Rotary clubs
arranged for some interesting
outings for the foreign exchange
students including an overnight
trip on a sailing boat, a
motorcycle tour around the
Lake District and attending a
local District Conference. On
one occasion, they visited a
town where there was an
enormous statue of Pinocchio in
the town square. This was all
fine and good but no one was
able to explain to Kyle what the
connection was between the
town and Pinocchio. The most
memorable of these Rotary
sponsored outings was his visit
to a Swedish bath house where
one went from sauna to pool
and back to sauna dressed in
your birthday suite as is
customary in Sweden. At first,
Kyle felt a little bit shy about
this, but he assured us that one
became quickly used to this


