
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
         

                         The Rotary Club of Port Hope 
 
News Bulletin for the Week of January 03, 2011 

 
 

 
BELATED HAPPY NEW 
YEAR TO ALL 
READERS! 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
President John opened the 
meeting at precisely 6pm (give 
or take a minute or two). At the 
head table with John, was our 
guest speaker, Roderick Benns, 
and Rotarians Bud and Paul. 

 
President John immediately 
awarded the “little blue thingy” 
to R. Jamison for his hard work 
as leader of the winning ham 
and chocolate purveying team. 
He then announced that the 
winning team could go first to 
the buffet. The team consisted 
of: R. Ben, PP. Sylvia, R. Doug, 
R. Rolly, R. Sid, R. Bill, P. 
John, Sec. Cleve, R. Dianne, R. 
Linda, PP. Ron, and R. Anna. 
 
GUESTS & VISITING 
ROTARIANS 

R. Jamieson introduced his 
guest, Darren Johns, well-
known local chocolateer. 

 
 
SECRETARY’S 
REPORT 
Sec. Cleve rose to announce 
that as a New Year resolution, 
he has decided to begin working 
out and in addition to this news, 
he had “nothing to report”. 

 
PRE-NOURISHMENT 
REPORTS 
None. 
 
DESSERT REPORTS 
PP. Ken announced that the 
curling event would be held 
next Sunday at 8am at 
Dalewood. P. John asked if 
there was still a $600 debt 

owing to the Cobourg club from 
previous tournaments but the 
consensus was that this debt 
could be disregarded for reasons 
not totally understood by your 
humble scribe. 

 
R. Jamison stood and expressed 
his thanks to the club for total 
ham and chocolate sales of 
$3200. It was noticed that his 
hair had a vaguely blue 
colouring much like R. Bree’s 
that evening. 

 
R. Jamison went on to tell the 
members that his dad, a former 
member of the club, has in his 
possession, a book that has the 
club’s history dating to 1984 
and would like to turn it over to 
the club. P. John expressed his 
wish to look at the book and 
circulate it among the members 

Roderick Benns – Canadian History Author 
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with the possibility of updating 
it from 1984 to date. PP. Ron 
mentioned that there are some 
summaries that could be added 
and that Sec. Cleve has them.  
Sec. Cleve interjected that he 
had passed them on to PP. 
Sylvia. Notwithstanding the 
confusion as to where the 
summaries might currently be, 
R. Dianne graciously offered to 
help with the updating. P. John 
offered a quantity of brand new, 
3-ring binders for the project. R. 
Rolly added that he is in 
possession of a “couple of 
awards we won” that are in his 
garage, and that he would like 
to bring them in and give them 
to Sec. Cleve. 

 
R. Linda stood to say that up 
until the early 80’s, the club had 
held potluck dinners and that 
there will be a renewal of this 
tradition on January 17th. This 
night was found to be a club 
assembly evening and it was 
ultimately decided, in view of 
the probability that spouses 
would likely be involved in 
preparing the potluck dishes, 
that the night also be a spousal 
night and the assembly be 
postponed.  

 

R. Linda asked members to 
bring whatever they could make 
and if they were not talented in 
a culinary way to bring 
something like KFC (hearty 
laughter ensued). She went on 
to say that a donation of another 
kind might be preferable to that. 
R. Susan suggested that 
members “team up” and 
collaborate on a dish because 
there might be too much food if 
every member brought a dish. 
R. Dianne helpfully suggested 
the dish portions be enough for 
two to four people (not for 30). 
This was generally agreed on. 
 
HAPPY BUCKS 
In Sergeant at Arms Bruce’s 
absence, R. Dick once again 
rose to the challenge with great 
relish.  

 
He started with the 
announcement of member 
birthdays, which were as 
follows: R. Dick and R. Bud 
(who were apparently born on 
the same day, in the same 
hospital [but to different 
parents] in 1944). R. Jim 
(completely unrelated to the 
previous two Rotarians), R. Ted 
(also not related to any other 
Rotarian except R. Susan). The 
assembly then sang an 
extremely poor rendition of 
“Happy Birthday”. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
While our ears were still 
ringing, R. Dick continued his 
rounds and succeeded in prying 
at least a buck out of many 
Rotarians, including: 
R. Roger who threw in a buck 
for R. Bud. 

 
R. Wilf, who didn’t really get 
the chance to explain why he 
was happy. 
R. Bree, (resplendent with her 
blue tinted hair) who wished to 
pass on a message from Paul 
Weber who wanted everyone to 
know that the play, The 

Elephant Man, will be staged by 
the Victoria Players soon and 
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that he is in it (presumably, he 
is “not an animal”). 

 
R. Jamison, whose hair also 
looked lovely, had a buck and 
“no comment”. 

 
R. Rolly had a lot of small 
change (that didn’t really look 
like a buck’s worth) and a lot of 
mumbling that your humble 
scribe couldn’t really make out. 
Although I can write furiously, I 
sometimes cannot hear all that 
well. 

 
R. Doug threw in a fiver in 
recognition of the stalwart 
Rotarians who volunteered for 
the Salvation Army at the 
Independent and the LCBO 
(especially the ones who froze 
their a** off at the LCBO). The 
total raised was $93,000, “a bit 
short of the target but more than 
last year.” 
 
 

 
R. Dave added five bucks 
because he was sad at the 
closing of the Garden Hill 
library branch but went on to 
say that some of those bucks 
were happy bucks for his 
golden wedding anniversary, a 
super Christmas and a pleasant 
new year. 

 
R. Hugh, more mumbling about 
something or other. 
P. John then stood to thank R. 
Doug and his volunteers. 
 
PROGRAM 
R. Bud introduced the Guest 
Speaker, Roderick Benns, an 
author and former journalist 
who has begun to write a series 
of books that are a fictional 
account exploring the legacies 
of some of Canada’s past Prime 
Ministers. 
He shared some thoughts about 
the country and leadership, 
expressing his concern that 
there is “an overall lack of 
national consciousness in 
Canada”. He mentioned the 
flow of native people that came 
north to western Canada over a 
hundred years ago because they 
saw a more agreeable place in 
which to live. 

He noted that many in the west 
were “confused” by the seeming 
eastern Canadian idea of 
Canada being a “British-like” 
country rather than forming a 
distinct Canadian identity. 
“That is why there is still a 
difference in identity in the west 
today.” he said. “We need to put 
Canada first and have a national 
consciousness of our identity.” 

 
His series of books, of which he 
has completed the first two, will 
celebrate the leaders we chose 
as Canadians. One, entitled 
“Legends of the Lake on the 
Mountain” features Sir John A. 
MacDonald. Mr. Benns shared 
an excerpt from the book that 
saw Sir John A. tackling a 
suspected lake monster (which 
your humble scribe suspects 
was not a monster at all). 
He then went on to share an 
amusing story about Sir John 
who apparently had no lack of 
self-esteem. Another anecdote 
was about the unfortunate 
assassination of Thomas Darcy 
McGee. 
Yet another interesting vignette 
told how John Diefenbaker, as a 
young newsboy, held a short 
conversation with McGee ay a 
railroad station on the prairies 
in 1911. It seems that Mr. 
Diefenbaker ended his 
conversation with the prime 
minister by saying, “I’m sorry, I 
can’t speak with you any 
longer, I have papers to 
deliver.” 
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Dief of course went on to be a 
respected Prime Minister 
himself, and a great orator. He 
was responsible for much 
progressive legislation 
including the Canadian Bill of 
Rights. According to our 
speaker, “Diefenbaker gave us a 
sense of what a nation could be 
— he saw the possibilities for 
Canada.” 

 
Mr. Benns is hoping that his 
books, although fiction for the 
most part, will inspire young 
people and new Canadians to 
also see possibilities. His wife, 
who was born in the U.S. says. 
“The American dream is drilled 
into Americans but it’s Canada 
where the dream is really 
possible because of the social 
programs we enjoy and the 
opportunities that exist here. 
Canada has a responsibility to 
become everything that it can 
be.” 
After a round of applause, R. 
Ted asked if there were any 
questions. R. Ken O. asked 
where the author’s passion for 
history came from and the 
author replied “from my history 
teachers at school.” 
R. Bre asked where the best 
place to do research on 

Canadian political history is 
because she has an ancestor 
who was a politician. Mr. Benn 
suggested the National Library 
and Archives in Ottawa. 
R. Jim told us how, at a recent 
funeral, how impressed he was 
at the story of a family of Polish 
emigrants who had come to 
Canada after persecution in 
their home country and 
achieved great success here as 
farmers. 
R. Ted then thanked our guest, 
complimenting him on his 
“messianic journey” and adding 
that he, personally, could 
identify with it being a former 
history teacher who always tried 
to imbue his teaching with 
Canadian content that was 
interesting.  
Ted said that Mr. Ben is a 
“RAPPER — meaning a 
researcher, an author, and a 
publisher” 
P. John stood to offer his thanks 
to the speaker and called for 
other business of concern to 
Rotarians. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
R. Bud told the group that our 
guest’s books were available at 
the door for $12 each or two for 
$20. 
P. John then told us that he had 
found a message on his office 
answering machine from Bill 
“Pick Pocket” Pachet advising 
him that the pledge to the 
foundation has already reached 
90%, and that the remaining 

10% would need to be 
collected by June. 
 
50-50 DRAW 
Was won by R. Avril. 

 
 
CLOSING 
Singing of O Canada inspired 
by R. Rolly. 
 
Scribe Hard at Work 

 
 
WEB SITE 
Please take a moment to visit 
the Port Hope Rotary web site.  
www.porthoperotary.com 

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Pot Luck Supper Jan 17, 2011 Chefs needed, see R. Linda to Co-ordinate. 
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FUTURE MEETING SCHEDULE 

 

Date Speaker Location Door Duty Scribe 

January 10 Joe Dale – Rotary at Work KofC Susan & Ted R Rolly 

January 17 Club Assembly & Pot Luck Dinner KofC Doug B, Kelly MM Sylvia 

January 24 Clint Cora KofC Roger I, Sylvia B Jim 

January 31 Anna Tucka - Classification KoC George H, Anna T Bud 

February 7 
Kiera Turck – Teaching at an International 

School 
KofC 

Erin, Ted L 
Rolly 

February 14 Thomas Lang – Guest Night KofC Hugh, Dick Ken B 

February 21 Family Day Holiday – No meeting    

February 28 Avril Ewing - Classification KofC Jim, Ron Sylvia 

 
 

ROTARY CLUB OF 
PORT HOPE 

 

P.O. Box 191 Port Hope, Ontario, L1A 3W3 

Officers 

 

President:  John Mowat 
Secretary:  Cleve Pendock 

 

President- Elect:  Bruce Coleman 
Treasurer:  Paul Tait 

Directors 

 

Club Service:  Dick O’Toole  
Community Service: Roger Ingram 

 

World Service: Ken O’Neill 
Fund Raising Jamieson Ross 

 


