Scribe Notes – 29 March 2010
Location: Knights of Columbus Hall

Head Table:  President, Sylvia Binkley, PP – Jan Boycott, Joe James, Guest Speaker: Robert Byron CEO & President of Northumberland Hills Hospital
Visiting Rotarians and Guests:

Assistant District Governor – Gael Moore (Cobourg)

PP Jack Russell (Cobourg)

Rotarian John Farrell (Cobourg)

Rotarian (and Guest Speaker) Robert Byron (Cobourg)

Secretary’s Report

No report 

Dessert Reports
President Sylvia displayed Rotary apparel, available for individual order.  Ball caps will require an order of 24 caps.  Pleases advise President Sylvia directly if you wish to order golf shirts, T-shirts, or ball caps.
PP Ken O’Neil – updated the Club on the Groups Study Exchange Group, arriving from India next week.  He regrets to advise that one of the 5 members will not be in attendance, due to illness.  4 Team members remain.  Many thanks to their host families and to the Pendocks for hosting the Welcome dinner at their home in Garden Hill.
Rotarian Kelly – announced a “Last Call” to participate in the District 7070 Aids Poker Walk in Belleville.  Given the short notice to recruit a team, it was deemed best to plan for 2011.

Rotarian Linda – Foundation Dinner update and reminder that it is $50/ticket with a $20 charitable donation receipt (on request).  April 19th.  Ganaraska Forest Centre.  Contact Linda or Kelly if you wish to reserve seats.

Rotarian Roger – Lobster Dinner date is set for May 15th.  Tickets are printed and ready for distribution.  Please contact Roger if you have not received tickets.  The committee needs # of attendees by May 1st.

PP Ron Tuttle – (Lobster Dinner Silent Auction) – thankyou to the volunteers who have agreed to go door-to-door and request donations from local businesses.  If any Rotarians have ideas of businesses to approach, for donations, please contact Ron.   

 Happy Bucks – Sergeant at Arms – Bruce Coleman

Joe James has a sad buck for distracting president Sylvia and being fined by our Sergeant –in-Arms, Bruce Coleman
Ron Tuttle – Happy to announce the birth of his granddaughter (great granddaughter to Rotarian Jim Adamson).
Jamieson Ross (in response to the apparel order) sad that there are no Rotary thongs available (um – Jamieson – are we doing a fundraising calendar this year that we don’t know about? You are the Fundraising chair, afterall)

Ken O’Neill - $2 for forgetting his badge

Cleve Pendock – Happy – “To Be Here”  (Cleve, we are all happy to know that you are feeling better!)

Diane Pendock – happy/sad – “Cleve is a tough patient”
Bob Wallace – sad re: Wilf Wilkinson’s spouse Joan, passed on.

                     -  happy – PETS training – Pres Elect John Mowat will arrive back home later this evening.

Dave Watson – happy – passed exam to retain his professional standing for track and field timing..

Trish Krulik – Happy to be at Port Hope Rotary.  Happy that her daughter was accepted to UofT for a Masters program

Merv Richards – babbled something in Australian (the dingo’s ate something?).  Rotarian Kelly translated that he reported to have had 31 Turkey Vultures on his lawn.

Birthdays and Anniversaries:

Hugh Parker is happy to celebrate his 29th birthday (and offered extra $$$ if the club would NOT sing Happy Birthday).  

Presentation
Rotarian Robert Byron (Cobourg) CEO & President of Northumberland Hills Hospital followed up on his presentation to our club, last fall, regarding budget cuts at NHH. Due to press related misinformation,  the hospital Board in presenting to many organizations, with Port Hope Rotary being the first to view the presentation of facts.

Feedback is welcome, and encouraged.

The volunteer board representing NHH consists of 12 elected persons, is Ward based, and recognizes community effort and involvement in the building of the hospital and the high-level of service, provided therein.

NHH has passion and pride of ownership, with the community.  Highlighting:

- strong commitment from staff

- community impact – as the 2nd largest employer in the area

- understanding of the affect on people and employees in our community

- volunteer support is highlighted at 1:1 ratio with staff

- fundraising is comparable to facilities 3-4X the size of NHH

March 31st marked a fiscal year end, and 4 years of financial deficits.

It is anticipated that the coming year will end with a 10 million dollar debt load.

Therefore, due to provincial requirements, Queen’s park has commissioned an operational review of Northumberland Hills Hospital as well as operations in surrounding communities such as Belleville and Peterborough.

NHH – preference is to restructure internally, vs Ministry dictation, as their focus/passion is to fundraise in order to fill the gaps between wages and funding.

A Citizens Advisory Panel had been set up and telephone surveys were conducted, within the community.  The survey concluded that the community prefers and advisory panel and public meetings.

Subsequently an advisory panel was formed.  Following 5000 invitations, 100 applications were received, and 28 people were selected to start up this committee.

**Note – due to the depth of information presented (too much to report here) – a copy of the presentation is available to members, by request, by contacting PP Jan Boycott.

Q&A
Rotarian Cleve asked what role community fundraising plays in operational costs.

A – very little

Rotarian Roger inquired – More family physicians are coming into the community, are doctors relinquishing hospital privileges?
A – Hug your doctor if they take shifts at the hospital!  Without them, we cannot compete with larger centres/communities.

Thank You
President Sylvia thanked our guest for attending, followed by Rotarian Joe James giving an official thankyou and stating “Hospitals look complicated, but it seems that they are even more complicated than they appear”.   

Rotarian Joe added that NHH seems to be great value for the dollar, for the community.  Adding a thank you to Robert for providing Education, Consultation, and Communication.

50/50 Winner
Ted Rafuse
Next Meeting – April 12th
Knights of Columbus Hall, Port Hope

