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                         The Rotary Club of Port Hope

News Bulletin for the Week of March 7, 2011


CALL TO ORDER
President John called the meeting to order at 6:00pm  

Stress Ball 

The Blue Thingy went to SAA. Bruce for his work setting up the Bowling Tournament and for stepping in last week as speaker.

Head Table Introduction

Our guest speaker, John Hassan, R. Hugh, R. Dick and P John 

GUESTS & VISITING ROTARIANS

R. Bill - introduced guest DGE Mike Parker

R. Bud - introduced Gord Sherwin of the Cobourg Club

PP. Sylvia – introduced guest (and membership applicant) Denise Westcott

PRE-DINNER REPORTS

R. Jan announced that Northumberland Hills Hospital would be holding a Speaker Series about healthcare issues called “Conversations.”  There will be four speakers, with the next one taking place on March 22nd at the Best Western. Tickets are $15 at the door. Jan distributed a flyer with details. 

SAA. Bruce reminded us that the Extreme Bowling Tourney for Big Sisters is next Monday at 6pm at Northumberland lanes and he is still accepting pledges.

PP. Ron has received a letter from a former exchange student, Natasha, from Brazil. She enclosed a photo and it was passed around. He also told the group that our current student, Fabiola, will be staying with the Langs for the rest of her stay in Port Hope.

Ron was concerned in that he has a “mystery cheque” for %25 from Kathy Dennis. He did not know what it was for and was concerned that it be applied to the correct account. In the knick of time, R. Linda showed up and solved the dilemma. The money was for a ham!

P. John shared the news he received from Bill Patchet that we are now over the 100% contribution goal for the foundation. He told us that Canada, the US and the Caribbean have led the way in contributions with District 7070 very high on the list.

R. Kelly gave us a quick update on the Poker Walk preparations. She needs T-shirt sizes from those participating as well as some more participants to come out.

R. Linda announced that the Foundation Dinner would be April 11th at the Lion’s Hall and tickets are $40. There will be a signup sheet next week.

SECRETARY’S REPORT

S. Cleve told us that the attendance report was up to date and there was nothing else to report.

DESSERT REPORTS

None - they were all handled as pre-prandial
HAPPY BUCKS

R. Ted was happy that R. Susan was with him in Mexico because he slipped and hurt his back but he received excellent medical care. He was also happy that his grandsons visited!

PP. Sylvia said that she had a buck because she had forgotten her guest’s name.

R. Roger was sad as P. John and PP. Sylvia seemed to be losing their memory.

R. Jan was happy having heard her son’s band play to 400 people at the Cougar’s game.

R. Kelly was happy that people escaped the fire at the golf course but sad that a cat was lost in the blaze.

R. Linda threw in a buck for being late and another for being away so much. But was happy because the (town) budget was now completed.

R. Bree gave a twooney because she was glad to be a member of the PH Club. It seems she had visited the Cobourg Club and was astonished at all the high fines they routinely hand out. She also thanked R. Ben for being a T-shirt sponsor for Camp Enterprise.

DGE Mike (Parker) had $2 to bring everyone up to date on those Cobourg Club fines — apparently, no matter how much they fine Bill Patchett, he will not leave!

PP Hugh had $2 to “echo” what R. Jan said. Several committee members from NHH went to the first speaker series in February and it was excellent. He also threw in a dollar for the experience of “bonding with his wife” while sharing a shop vac during the rainstorm when their basement was flooding. Some naughty remarks were made about this but your humble scribe is not at liberty to share them. You needed to be there.

R. Ted produced yet another buck because his “imagination had gone wild when Hugh spoke.” Like I said, you needed to be there.

R. Bill thought of a joke and then told it. Oh, you weren’t there? Too bad.

R. Susan was happy for the great time she had in Mexico.

P. John had a joke too. See above.

PROGRAM

R. Hugh introduced the guest speaker John Hassan, Executive Director of the Port Hope Community Health Centre (PHCHC).

Guest Speaker 

Mr. Hassan has held a variety of positions in his career in the healthcare industry. He began by telling us that PHCHC is a state-of-the-art facility that occupies the completely renovated building on Toronto Road, formerly the PH Legion. PHCHC provides an alternative healthcare solution in partnership with Northumberland Hills Hospital (NHH).

He showed us a slide which saw his son helping a younger boy in a swimming pool as a volunteer with the Red Cross “Making Waves” program for kids with disabilities.

He quipped that he was glad to find out our meeting was at 6 pm not in the morning as he commutes from Lindsay and it would have meant getting up very early.
PHCHC is what’s known as a Community Health Centre (CHC), one of many set up across Ontario. The CMC’s play a key role in the “second stage of Medicare” as envisioned by Tommy Douglas back in the 60s when public healthcare was first unveiled. The mandate is to keep people healthy not just “patch them up.”

John gave us some history spanning when the PH hospital was closed in 1998 to the opening of the PHCHC in 2008, originally in the Pineview Plaza before the present building was ready.

CHCs are put in place to help make sure everyone has access to a doctor and take the strain off of hospital emergency rooms. They make care more available to people because they employ nurse practitioner led clinics and provide options to get care for people who may not have a local doctor or who haven’t seen a dentist in years.

The PHCHC has 14 Board members from throughout the area, a staff of 22 full time and 4 part time. Some statistics are: 40% of the clients are 45 to 64, 20% are over 65, 33% earn $30,000 or less, 62% had primary care before but 38% did not, there are about ten new applications each week with a total of 2,700 active clients so far. They expect 500 new clients per year. 

Forty-four percent of the clients come from PH and 21% from Cobourg with the rest coming from other parts of Northumberland.

The PHCHC endeavors to provide as many services as possible under one roof and some facts are:

• Full electronic health records are kept.

• Connections to the Ontario Telemedic Network (a video connection to specialists elsewhere)

• Emergency food cupboard (a food bank service)

• Dental program – PHCHC has a full dental suite and is building a second one. This serves people who have not had regular dental care and charges only a nominal fee.

• Community advisory roundtable with eleven members from the community who meet every two to three months to identify issues in the community.

• On-site laboratory for blood work.

• The PHCHC is fully accredited by Accreditation Canada and they adhere to national standards.

• A volunteer program with 14 volunteers that help with the food bank and kitchen.

• The PHCHC helps First Nation communities in Alderville as well as residents of Greenwood Towers.

• The PHCHC has partnerships with PARN, Community Care, The Food For All Warehouse and The United Way.

Mr. Hassan also noted some challenges they face: they have already outgrown the space, they need to recruit more doctors, they would like to be able to do more youth outreach, the aging population, and chronic disease management.

Our guest speaker was thanked by R. Doug who said, “We are very fortunate that there are a group of ‘visionaries’ locally who saw the need after the hospital closed and worked to get a CHC in the area.”

50-50 DRAW
Won by either R. Anna or R. Jan. Let them sort it out!

CLOSING
Singing of O Canada

Scribe Hard at Work

Ken B.
WEB SITE
Please take a moment to visit the Port Hope Rotary web site. 

www.porthoperotary.com
FUTURE MEETING SCHEDULE

	Date
	Speaker
	Location
	Door Duty
	Scribe

	March 21
	Rob Day – Business Success Program
	KofC
	Ken B, Cleve
	Ken
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