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BRIDGING CONTINENTS

~—The Beacon News

The Rotary Club of Port Hope
News Bulletin for the Week of October 25, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

President John opened the
meeting at 6:00 pm sharp and
commented on the 2011
Conference shirts being worn
by several of the members. He
awarded the little blue thingy to
R. Ben for his work organizing
the Rural/Urban Night last

At the head table were Amit
Sofer, President of TVM; R.
Linda, P. John and S. Cleve.
He then called out the order of
charge to the buffet (obviously
using an arcane formula only he
understands).

Amit Sofer - TVM

GUESTS & VISITING
ROTARIANS

Visitors were introduced being:
Port Hope CAO, Eugene Todd

both guests of R. Linda. R.
Linda also introduced guest
speaker, Amit Sofer of TVM.

SECRETARY’S

REPORT

Secretary Cleve stood and
announced that he did indeed
have something to report,
namely that the attendance at
the Rural/Urban Dinner was the
highest percentage attendance
of any event we’ve had lately at
79%.

Ewing is now an official
Rotarian.

PRE-NOURISHMENT
REPORTS

Rural/Urban Dinner

R. Ben reported that he would
like to have the opportunity to
review the sign-up sheet for the
dinner to compare who said
they would come and who
actually showed up. The dinner
raised $1200 from Rotarians,
made $75 from the 50/50, and
the farmers kicked in their share
but it still left a shortfall of $50.
He noted that next year, each
group will pay their own share



even though the event will be
hosted by the rural group. It
may be held at the Ganaraska
Forest Centre.

2010 and 2011 Conferences
Fresh from the 2010 Conference
in Niagara, Ken O’Neil,
resplendent in a  white
conference T-shirt, told the
members that there were 19 of
us in evidence at the conference
last weekend. Our role there
was mainly to promote our
2011 Conference. Our video
was shown to great reception
and apparently everyone likes
our conference logo as seen on
the T-shirts. Ken added that
they liked the bodies IN the T-
shirts somewhat less than the
logo.
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In Ken’s opinion, a high-lite of
the conference was the Saturday
evening entertainment featuring

celebrity impersonators.
Apparently Ken’s wife was hit
on by Elvis!

It was agreed that
Oshawa/Parkwood did a great
job!

Ken then updated us on the
continuing planning for our
2011 conference. R. Jan and R.

Ken (hey that’s your humble
scribe!) are preparing a
sponsorship package in order to
be able to attract a significant
number of sponsorship dollars
to help offset costs. This will be
presented at the November 3"
meeting.
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PRE-REGISTER 1

forthe
2011 DISTRICT 7070 CONFERENCE
to be held

October 21st - 23rd, 2011
at

Blue Mountain Resort, Collingwood
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R. Ron told us there were 29
sign-ups made for our 2011
conference  while at the
weekend’s event.
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He asked all Rotarians to be
sure to register early as it will
help to have some cash to
operate with. You can get reg.
forms from him or R. Ken
(O’Neill).

Other News

R. Jameson was involved with a
joint  fundraiser with the
Cobourg Club at Port Hope
High School last weekend. R.
Bud and Roger were also
involved in this. There are a
number of Christmas music
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CD’s available for purchase at
$10 each. |

Habitat for Humanity Help

P. John reported that R. Roger
(not in attendance) has received
an email from a woman at
Habitat asking us to sponsor the
lunch for the workers on
Sunday, November 21%. They
also request that Rotarians
wishing to help build sign up to
work that day on the project.
Contact Roger Ingram at 885-
5724 if you, and members of
your family, wish to participate
on SUNDAY, Nov. 21°,
2010.

PH Rotary Award

PP Sylvia
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was at last  weekend’s
conference and while there,



accepted  the  Presidential
Citation Award on behalf of our
club for fulfilling the criteria,
which was: to get a new
member (we got four); to do
some public relations (we had
an insert in the newspaper); and
send some members to
leadership training (P John and
R Paul Weber attended). She
then handed around the nicely
framed and mounted certificate
for all to see and handle.
Training Session

P John mentioned the training
session to be held this coming
Saturday in  Belleville at
Loyalist College.

Anyone who has been a
member for a year or so would
find it a good course and the
club will pay any expenses. It is
limited to 15 — 20 people but
there will be another in
February if you miss this one.

P John also mentioned the
Rotary International Convention
to be held in New Orleans on
the 20™ of May, 2011. The
International  President, who
was originally an
Ambassadorial Scholar, is from
there. The Belleville Club is
promoting the event and there
will be more info to come.

P John noted that there have
been two thank yous received
from recipients of the Hershey
Award, one from Alex Bull of
Port Hope High and the other
from Zach Workman, also from
PHH.

DESSERT REPORTS
Due to the above pre-
nourishment reports there were
no dessert reports. Surprise!

HAPPY BUCKS
Sergeant at Arms Bruce
contributed a happy buck for
the conference this past
weekend.
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R. Bill threw in a few happy
bucks in honour of the 25" year
in business celebration he held a
few weeks ago. Said Bill, “I
actually had to be talked into
doing it but it turned out
awesome! You  wouldn’t
believe some of the nice things
people said!” (You’re right, we
probably wouldn’t, but happy
anniversary, Bill!)
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R. Bruce took the opportunity to
observe that at the
aforementioned Rural/Urban
Night, there were two tables
with only Rotarians and no
farmers and it was therefore sad
that these Rotarians had not had
the opportunity to socialize with
the rural folk. He then listed the
“initials” of the members
involved. Your humble scribe
noticed that some of the initials
were actually names.
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R. Ben contributed $3 and said
that there were no farmers at his
table either but that last week he
was pleased to have a school
bus load of 35 kids to visit his
elevator under  Madeleine
Currelly’s program.
R. Kelly threw in a buck and
confessed that she actually
showed up at the knights of
Columbus Hall last week.

R. George added $5 and told us
(quite confidentially) that the
Capitol Theatre is to receive a
grant of $91,000 to repair the
roof and the HVAC system.
There are also a few more
grants in the offing he feels.
Says George, “These
applications are exhausting, you
need to be retired in order to be
able to do it!”

R Roll had a happy/sad buck
because he feels that Rotarians
must be “a bunch of drunks” as
they turn up in numbers at
events where alcohol is served.”



Visitor, Selina, who is Chair of
Accessibility Northumberland,
stood to say that she had heard
the guest speaker previously at
an event in Cobourg and “he is
extraordinary!” She threw $10
into the pot (surely a record).
She also observed that if Bruce
thinks actual names are initials,
she’d have to change lawyers.
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R. Jan was just plain happy.
Editor’s note: no alcohol was
seen in her vicinity.
R. Jim was happy to confirm
the  observations of the
Rotarians at the U/R.

R. Ron was pleased to get those
29  registrations  for  the
conference.

P. John was happy to

recommend that everyone
attend the conferences as they
are lots of fun.

PROGRAM
R. Linda introduced the guest
speaker, Amit Sofer, President
of TVM. She told us she had
attended a Northumberland
Poverty Reduction workshop
with Sylvia Terpstra who was
then the head of the school
board. They were brainstorming
how Dr. Powers school might

be put to use for the community
and eventually Habitat for
Humanity came to the table and
proposed the building of nine
accommodation units. However,
this would not be possible to
move forward on had not Amit
come forward to help. She let
Amit tell us the rest.
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Amit, as the principal of TVM,
purchases properties that are
rundown or derelict and
converts them into below
market rent, accessible housing
He works with mental health
associations and other groups to
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provide housing for their
constituents that is suited to
people who have specific needs
because of being “differently
abled”. He has created over 800
units so far.

He is a strong believer in
adaptive reuse so that heritage
designated buildings can be
retained in their communities
thus preserving local character
and history.
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One such property is a former
school in Peterborough

that was converted to 48 fully
accessible units. The auditorium
alone, was divided into four
separate  stories with an
elevator—this could be done at
Dr. Powers.



Apartment units feature things
like five foot turning radius in
all spaces to accommodate
wheelchairs, roll-in  showers,
lower counter tops, side
opening ovens with front
controls and special
refrigerators ~ designed  for
people who must be seated
while reaching into them.

In Cobourg, he has converted a
vacant commercial building on
Division Street to 14 units for
Northumberland Services for
Women. These are fully secure
apartments for women who
have Dbeen the victim of
domestic violence.

He has also created affordable
units above stores on King
Street East above McGregor’s
Pub and Liquidation World for
clients of Northumberland Hills
Hospital mental health
outpatients department.

He told us that Dr. Powers is
not a heritage protected building
but it took two years and a lot of
negotiation between  five
players to get an agreement.
Involved were the municipality,
the county, the school board,

atomic energy Canada, and
Habitat. He is working on the
building presently and plans
that 95% of the exterior will
remain looking exactly the same
as it always has while the inside
will be converted as needed. He
iIs working with Community
Care Northumberland in
planning these 24 units, which
will come in all sizes to
accommodate singles, couples
and families. In the end, it will
still look like Dr Powers school
and the building that no one
wanted to see disappear will be
given back to the community as
an energy-efficient, purposeful
facility for at least another 50
years.

Amit was to be thanked by R.
Bud but he relinquished this
assignment to Selina Forsythe
who asked Amit to tell us why
he got into this field.

Amit told us that he had
watched as his father-in-law
slowly regressed into MS and
how much trouble he had living
in a wheelchair in a facility
designed for individuals who
could walk. He now realizes the
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value of wider door openings
with remote control operated
doors, no carpets, and hard
surface flooring.

A short question period
followed.

OTHER BUSINESS

There was none

50/50 DRAW

Won by Fabiola who seemed to
be in possession of many
tickets!

CONGRATULATIONS
to Rotarian Linda Thompson on
her re-election as Mayor of the
Municipality of Port Hope.

And accolades for her attending
Rotary on that very special
election day.

WEB SITE

Please take a moment to visit
the Port Hope Rotary web site.




FUTURE MEETING SCHEDULE

Date Speaker Location Door Duty Scribe
Club Assembly
Ken Scott — Royal Canadian Navy ' #
% Denise Marshall & -
(¢ Kevin McAlpine — Chief of Police, Port Hope )" - *
(+ Richard Onley — Former Lieut-Gov, Ontario -
Rob O’Neill - Food4All Warehouse - “)* 1
- Christmay Party Dalewood
(. Anna Tucka - Classification VAR
COMING EVENTS
Sunday, November 21 Habitat for Humanity Rotary Sponsored Work Day, Call Rotarian Roger at

905-885-5724 to confirm your assistance and the location.

Monday, December 13 Christmas Party at Dalewood.
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